
The update of the Zoning Ordinance and Zoning District maps represent a major 
planning implementation effort for the entire town.  Many of the updates are based on 
Comprehensive Plan recommendations adopted earlier by the Town Council.

The Planning Commission began in late 2008 meeting on a monthly basis to review and 
update the Zoning Ordinance.  Since that time the Commission to deal with day-to-day 
activities that occurred during the update process.  During that time the Windy Hill 
Foundation, Inc. projects were planned and approved, traffic calming policies were 
approved and recommended, the Comprehensive Plan was reviewed, a national historic 
district was approved for the entire town; and a variety of Special Use Permits (SUP’s) 
were reviewed and recommended for new businesses in town.  With the largest 
construction project in recent memory, the Windy Hill project, now complete, the 
Planning Commission focused on finishing by recommending the updated Zoning 
Ordinance to the Town Council after select parts were review by several attorneys.  
Earlier in 2016 a joint work session was held with the Town Council.  While every 
chapter and page was reviewed by the Commission, some major objectives are 
highlighted with this update:

• The Planning Commission reviewed the Comprehensive Plan policies from the adopted 
Comprehensive Plan as part of the update.

• The major Comprehensive Plan adopted policies are incorporated into the Zoning Ordinance 
as Town-wide Statements of Intent.  This gives some additional strength to the long-term 
planning goals adopted by the Town in 2007.

• The Historic District was reviewed and incorporated into the portion of the ordinance where 
zoning districts are located.  The Zoning Map was updated to include the entire town into the 
Historic Overlay District.

• The Town Gateway District was created to help enhance and preserve the properties along 
the four entrance or gateway properties.  The Zoning Map was updated to include the 
Gateway Overlay District.

• The VC-1 and VC-2 Village Center Zoning Districts were combined to eliminate the 
overlapping rules for business owners.

• A new VC, Village Center Zoning District was developed combining the two commercial 
zoning districts (VC-1 and VC-2).  The Zoning Map was amended to show one VC Zoning 
District.

• Site Planning Standards, Special Use procedures were reviewed and updated relevant to the 
Town and State requirements and standards meeting todays expectations.

• Communication towers and facilities standards were discussed and incorporated in the 
update as well as other standards for site planning.

The current Zoning Ordinance was not typed in a digital format until the Planning 
Commission began their review.   The current Zoning Ordinance had not seen a major 
change since its adoption in 1978 - almost 40 years ago.  That original ordinance, 
created in the 1970’s has served the Town very well with the help of a diligent Planning 
Commission concerned about the well being of their community.  Now to help 
implement the visions outlined and adopted in the Town’s Comprehensive Plan, the 
Zoning Ordinance update is ready for review, comment and adoption.  Your comments 
are welcome during the Public Hearing.


